
 

Re: Update about Remote Learning & Term 2 2020 

13 April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope all families are well and that you have had the opportunity to celebrate Easter. 

I am writing to provide you an update about teaching & learning at St Patrick’s Primary in Term 2. The school has 
prepared a document that outlines our guidelines for Remote Learning at home and this document outlines how each day 
may be structured. This important document can be viewed by clicking on this link: St Patrick’s Primary School Family 
Remote Learning Plan. 

The school appreciates that every family is different and that many homes are juggling multiple people working from one 
space. The document on the link will provide some structure for your child and shares the high expectations of personal 
responsibility that we have for our students and families. 

Remote Schooling tasks have been assigned to students by their teachers and this will be communicated to students via 
their classroom teacher by the morning of Wednesday 15 April. Additional learning materials will be provided throughout 
Term 2. Class Teachers will communicate the daily learning tasks by 9:30 a.m each day. 

The school newsletter will continue to be emailed to families each Thursday. 

How St Patrick’s School will communicate with parents: 

St Patrick’s will continue to use email as the main communication tool to parents. 

The school will also use Skoolbag app, SIMON, CareMonkey and SeeSaw. Please ensure you have verified your email 
address by logging into PAM (Parent Access Module). 

The school’s social media channel (Facebook) will only be used for helping people feel connected. If you have not 
connected to this closed group please connect by searching for St Patrick’s Primary, Kilmore, Parents and Carers’ and 
answer the questions for acceptance. 

Reception will remain staffed and during school hours your call can be easily directed to the person you would like to 
speak to. 

I strongly recommend that parents in Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 regularly go through their child’s school email to help organise their 
days. 

If you or your child are experiencing difficulties accessing information or resources online, please ring the school between 
8:30am and 4:00pm and we will assist. Our schools ICT Leader Mrs Shelly Michalke is available to support and we have 
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additional ICT equipment that may assist in your particular situation.  If all else fails, the school will send hard copies of 
the work home. 

How parents can communicate with the school: 

Your child’s classroom teacher is the first point of call if you have any concerns about how your child is managing their 
learning at home. They are available by email between 9:00am and 3:00pm, or you could leave a message via the phone 
at reception and the teacher will phone you as soon as they are available. 

If you have a question in regards to the specialist programs (Visual Arts, French, Performing Arts and P.E.) families will 
be able to email the specialist staff who will do their best to support you. The specialist email addresses are: 

P.E.: Nick.McDermott@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au 

Performing Arts: Nicole.Daniel@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au 

French: Melissa.Caulfield@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au 

French: Simone.Griffith@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au 

Visual Arts: Monica.Varga@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au 

Visual Arts: Emily.Carfora@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au 

Some days Remote Learning will work well for you and the family and on other days it may not. Please be gentle on 
yourselves. Please reach out to your child’s teacher and they will assist if things are becoming overwhelming. 

I am very open to feedback and suggestions from all of our families. Please feel free to email me on 
principal@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au to let me know what is working well and what can work better. 

The class roll will be marked every day with students doing Remote Learning and students working on site. The details 
about how the marking of the roll will work will be sent to families by late afternoon on Tuesday 14 April. 

Student safety and behaviour online will be managed in the same way as if the student were at school. If your child (or 
yourself) become aware of inappropriate behaviours (including bullying or harassment) between students or you have 
concerns about the safety of anyone in our school community, please report this to the school to manage. Class teachers 
are a first point of call and for more serious matters contact the school’s Deputy Principal Tracey Brincat 
Tracey.Brincat@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au or the School Principal principal@spkilmore.catholic.edu.au 
 

A small number of students and a small number of staff will be on site each day. For those students on site, they are to 
wear their full school uniform on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday and their sports uniform each Wednesday.  The 
school uniform shop will be open next Thursday, and on Tuesday and Thursday in the second week, as we transition into 
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the winter uniform.  All students need to be their winter uniform by 20 April.  We will review the opening of the uniform 
shop at that time and advise families further. 

As per the guidelines from Catholic Education Commission Victoria, whenever possible classroom windows and internal 
doors will be open to help with air circulation. Students who are on site are encouraged to bring their gloves, coats and 
beanies. 

The adventure playground and netball courts will be closed for all of Term 2. Students on site are not to bring any sports 
equipment (eg. footballs, tennis balls, downballs) due to the problem of cross contamination. Sports equipment will not be 
used on site in Term 2. 

The Engine (Sensory) Room will be closed in Term 2. There will be no borrowing of books from the library in Term 2. 

Students on site will complete the same Remote Learning activities as the students working from home. 

The school canteen will be closed for all of Term 2. 

The bus service operated by Seymour Coaches and ACK will not operate in Term 2. 

Students who are on site are not to be on site before 8:15am and are to be encouraged to support the social distance 
protocols. At dismissal time families are encouraged to wait for their children in their cars so there are less people on the 
school site. All people on site are to observe the 1.5 metre social distancing protocols. 

I wish to reassure you that the safety and wellbeing of our school community will remain the school’s highest priority with 
physical distancing provisions being made for the safety of students and staff. I appreciate that this is a very challenging 
time for all in our community and your cooperation with our Remote Learning program is very much appreciated. 

During this difficult time, we must all take care to support one another. Our thoughts and prayers are with those who may 
be unwell, and those who are working to keep our community safe. 

There will be more information provided to you in the days ahead to support the Remote Learning program. I would like to 
acknowledge the work of all the staff for the wonderful work they have been doing over the last three weeks as they 
prepare for the teaching & learning programs in Term 2. 

Best wishes 

Michael Bourne 

Principal 

 


